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SWAN VALLEY EGG FARM 
Statement 

HON LYNN MacLAREN (South Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I wish to draw to the attention of the chamber and 
your good self, Mr President, one of the conundrums that I am experiencing in my portfolios of animal welfare 
and food. It was most evident today in answer to a question that I asked to the Minister for Agriculture and Food 
about Swan Valley Egg Farm. As members can imagine, the Swan Valley Egg Farm issue relates to the 
production of food. It is also related to agriculture and how we manage our agricultural sector. The question that 
I asked was to do with the density of layer hens, which is an issue that is pivotal to animal welfare. These three 
matters, which deeply concern me and my constituents, were all wrapped up in this one question that I asked 
today about how many hens were permitted in this farm and how those eggs that were produced from those hens 
were marketed and labelled in the supermarket. It brought home the conundrum of one single minister dealing 
with and being responsible for animal welfare, agriculture and food. When I asked this question, who was to 
know which of those personas the Minister for Agriculture and Food would take on? The question was answered 
quite indirectly by saying that the minister does not monitor arrangements made by commercial enterprises and 
the marketing of their products, and because of circumstances like this, the egg industry is taking action. The 
answer was quite broad, with the minister choosing not to address the animal welfare issues that were introduced 
by my questioning the density of 400 000 hens per hectare, which for an animal welfare minister would have 
certainly raised a lot of alarm bells. He did not choose to answer as an animal welfare minister and say, “I am 
deeply concerned by 400 000 hens in the space of one hectare”. He did not choose to answer as an agriculture 
minister and say, “This farm is producing or is not producing eggs in a manner that is appropriate to that which 
is classified as a free-range egg farm”. He did not say, “Those conditions are more suited to a caged egg farm or 
other classifications of layer hen farms”. Instead, the minister chose to answer me in a way that was more to do 
with perhaps what the commerce minister might have said about the labelling and marking of products. I find it 
increasingly annoying that we cannot get an answer from this minister on animal welfare and, in this particular 
instance, food. I wonder if there is not a better way forward. Can I just raise — 
Hon Alyssa Hayden interjected. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: I can discuss that with the member later. I will bring to the government’s attention 
and to anyone who will listen this terrible problem of a single minister being responsible for animal welfare, 
agriculture and food interests. I suggest to the government that we need to divide those portfolios from a single 
minister so that we can get an honest and transparent response to questions that deserve answers. The Western 
Australian public is concerned about free-range eggs and about animal welfare in the production of those eggs, 
and it is particularly concerned, as we already know, about the agricultural industry in this state and whether it is 
able to produce a profit in the conditions under which we allow its people to farm. I wanted to raise that matter to 
the attention of the chamber today because it is something for which we deserve better. We deserve to have those 
three portfolios divided and not be the responsibility of a single minister. 
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